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God’s Plan: God's plan for the world includes creation, seven dispensations, the entrance of sin, the angelic conflict, a Redeemer, salvation, a people of God, God's plan for Jesus'life, God's plan for your life, and a new heavens and earth.
Your plan for your life is His permissive will. God planned the course of this world in Eternity Past: “plans formed long ago” (Isa 25:1). The times and epochs of world history were fixed by God’s authority (Acts 1:7) and are changed by His
power (Dan 2:21). He appointed the times and boundaries of all nations (Acts 17:26). And the times and the epochs have been revealed to us (1 Thess 5:1). It's possible to “discern the signs of the times” (Matt 16:3). There are three
periods of profuse miracles: (1) at the successful establishment of the Theocratic Kingdom of Israel under Moses and Joshua, (2) the revival at the low point in the Theocratic Kingdom under Elijah and Elisha, and (3) at the failed attempt
to establish the Millennial Kingdom under Jesus and the Apostles. What God plans He brings to pass: “Remember the former things long past, For | am God, and there is no other; / am God, and there is no one like Me, Declaring the end
from the beginning And from ancient times things which have not been done, Saying, ‘My purpose will be established, And | will accomplish all My good pleasure’.. ..Truly | have spoken; truly | will bring it to pass. | have planned it,
surely 1 will do it” (Isa 46:9—11). “Long ago | did it, From ancient times | planned it. Now | have brought it to pass” (Isa 37:26). “The things which God announced beforehand by the mouth of all the prophets. . . He has thus fulfilled” (Acts
3:18). No one can change God’s plans: “The LORD nullifies the counsel of the nations; He frustrates the plans of the peoples. The counsel of the LORD stands forever, The plans of His heart from generation to generation” (Psa 33:10-11).

Man’s Plan: Men are free to make plans contrary to God's plans: “Who execute a plan, but not Mine” (Isa 30:1). “But they will say, It's hopeless! For we are going to follow our own plans, and each of us will act according to the stubborn-
ness of his evil heart” (Jer 18:12). The antichrist is permitted to change things for awhile: “he will intend to make alterations in times and in law; and they will be given into his hand for a time, times, and half a time” (Dan 7:25b).

The plans of men are often evil (Prov 6:18; Ezek 38:10—12) and will end in disaster: “Hear, 0 earth: behold, | am bringing disaster on this people, The fruit of their plans, Because they have not listened to My words” (Jer 6:19). God'’s plans
cannot be frustrated: “Surely, just as | have intended so it has happened, and just as | have planned so it will stand, to break Assyria in My land. . ..This is the plan devised against the whole earth; and this is the hand that is stretched out
against all the nations. For the LORD of hosts has planned, and who can frustrate it? And as for His stretched-out hand, who can turn it back?” (Isa 14:24—27). “God had frustrated their plan” (Neh 4:15). Gamaliel understood this: “If this
plan or action should be of men, it will be overthrown; but if it is of God, you will not be able to overthrow them; or else you may even be found fighting against God” (Acts 5:38—39). “Devise a plan but it will be thwarted. . . For God is
with us” (Isa 8:10). Our plans, however, can be successful: “The mind of man plans his way, But the LORD directs his steps” (Prov 16:9; cf. Rom 1:13). “Roll (gol) your works to the LORD, And your plans will be established” (Prov 16:3 RCL).



