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Attitude: Jesus was given specific works to do: “the works which the Father has given Me to accomplish, the very works that | do” (Jn 5:36). And He did the will of his Father perfectly: “For | have come down from heaven, not to do

My own will, but the will of Him who sent Me” (Jn 6:38).“I do nothing on My own initiative, but | speak these things as the Father taught Me” (Jn 8:28). He accomplished everything God wanted him to accomplish: “l glorified You

on the earth, having accomplished the work which You have given Me to do” (Jn 17:4). God’s plan for his life included indescribable suffering and incredible benefits: “seeking to know what person or time the Spirit of Christ within them
was indicating as He predicted the sufferings of Christ and the glories to follow” (1 Pet 1:11). “Now My soul has become troubled; and what shall | say, ‘Father, save Me from this hour'? But for this purpose | came to this hour” (Jn 12:27).
“My Father, if it is possible, let this cup pass from Me; yet not as | will, but as You will” (Mt 26:39). “For the joy set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and has sat down at the right hand of the throne of God” (Heb 12:2).

Application: And what about you? God also has a plan for your life that continues beyond the grave. God's plan for you includes salvation (1 Tim 2:4), spiritual growth (1 Pet 2:2; 2 Pet 3:18), how long you will live (Psa 139:16; Mt 6:27),
your service for Him (1 Cor 15:58), specific good works (Eph 2:10), spiritual gifts to accomplish these good works (1 Cor 12:7), laying up treasure in heaven (1 Tim 6:18—19), a holy and blameless life (Eph 1:4), fellowship with God

(1Jn 1:9), walking in the Spirit (Eph 5:18), walking by faith (2 Cor 5:7; Heb 11:6), pleasing God (Col 1:10), being tempted and tested (1 Cor 10:13; Rev 2:10), engaging in spiritual warfare (2 Cor 10:3—-6; 2 Tim 4:7), overcoming the world,
the flesh, and the Devil (Rom 8:37; Rev 2-3), eternal life (Rev 13:8; 17:8; 20:15), and receiving an inheritance, glory, honor, and rewards (Rom 2:10; Col 3:24; 1 Pet 1:4; Rev 2:10). Remember, “You are not your own” (1 Cor 6:19). Now
don't ever think God's plan will be easy: “I will show him how much he must suffer for My name’s sake” (Acts 9:16). “I have learned to be content in whatever circumstances I am. | know how to get along with humble means, and | also
know how to live in prosperity; in any and every circumstance | have learned the secret of being filled and going hungry, both of having abundance and suffering need” (Phil 4:11-12). Count the cost first (Lk 14:28-29). It's possible to
reject God’s plan for your life (Lk 7:30). Here’s the bottom line: You can fulfill your plan for your life or God’s plan for your life. The choice is yours. There will be a consequent loss or gain of blessings and rewards in this life and in the next.
How much of God’s plan do you want to accomplish in your lifetime? Can you say with Paul: "in everything give thanks; for this is God's will for you in Christ Jesus" (1 Thess 5:18)? Can you agree with Peter: “For you have been called for
this purpose, since Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an example for you to follow in His steps” (1 Pet 2:21). And can you apply these words of Jesus: “My food is to do the will of Him who sent Me, and to accomplish His work”

(Jn 4:34)? 0r” do not seek My own will, but the will of Him who sent Me” (Jn 5:30)? You can if you wish. . .just say:“I can do all things through Him who strengthens me” (Phil 4:13). Let your life bring glory to God (Mt 5:16).



